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(L to R) Mr. Robert Christen, Director, Bill Gates & Melinda Foundation, Mr. Anil Bhattacharya, Director, NS,
Mr. J. A. Oliverrieta, President, W.S.B.I., Mr. S.K. Mohinte, General Manager, NABARD, Mr. Chris DE Noose,
Managing Director, W.S.B.I. and Mr. S.K.Das, Joint Secretary (Budget), Ministry of Finance, Govt. of India, seen
during the 22nd World Congress organised by WSBI at Santiago, Chile during 29th April - 1st May 2009.

NSI participates in WSBI World Congress at Santiz

Shri S. K.Das, Joint Secretary (Budget), Ministry of Finance, Govt. of lndla and Shri Anil
Bhattacharya, Director, National Savings Institute, Govt. of India were nominated to attend 22nd
World Congress organized by World Savings Banks Institute and Banco Estado, during 29th April —
1st May 2009 at Santiago, Chile. The theme of the congress was ‘Financial Inclusion in a
Globalised World.. Our Challenge’. The congress was attended by 106 countries all over the world.

Prior to the World Congress, 6th & 7th Board of Directors Meeting and 16th General Assembly
was also held. During the 16th General Assembly, N.S.I, was elected as one of the Board of Directors
for the period 2009-1012. Large number of experts from World Bank, University of Harvard, Ohio
University, U.S.A., NABARD, Bank of Chile etc presented their papers on ‘Financial Inclusion’.
During the World Congress, Shri Bhattacharya has mentioned that as on date there are millions of
poor in the rural areas who do not have access to finance and are bankable which is mainly due to the
absence of financial products and services available at their door steps.

During the congress, the experts from Bill Gates & Melinda Foundation have shown an interest
to promote access to finance in India in collaboration with NSI, India. The cost of the program would
be of 11 million US $ and will be for five years (2009-2014). Mr. Robert Christen, Director, Bill Gates &
Melinda Foundation and Mr. Steve Peachey, Technical Expert will be visiting India in June to assess
the modalities for organizing the said programme in India.
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